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was making his first ill-conceived and absent-minded
attempt to obtain a mandate for Protection. Even
the local rallying-cry of "Stanley" could not carry
to victory a young man who may have been con-
tending in conflict with his own convictions and
simultaneously trying to withstand the flowing tide.
He was not to be troubled in this way again. Next
year he was shown into the Conservative seat of
Westmorland where no contest had occurred since
the War. He polled between two and three to one
and once since his original election he has enjoyed an
unopposed return. He and Lady Maureen, his wife,
a daughter of Lord Londonderry, have a house in that
neighbourhood of sky and mere and mountainside.
His Ministerial history has not been so unruffled,
though his advance to the Front Bench had about it
the quality of smooth inevitability. They could not
promote him at once, but he and his friends soon
found that he had an ideal manner for the House of
Commons. By 1931 he was, on the three grounds of
forensic artfulness, personal probity and lordly con-
nexions, marked out for some office or other. He
was made Under-Secretary to the Home Office.
It was an excellent choice. No one could yet say
that his entry into the Ministry was the consequence
of nepotism. Indeed the depth of feeling which
apparently informed him; as well as a brain that was
as modestly intellectual as it was undeniably intelligent,
went far towards vindicating the Englishman's love for
aristocracy. He had little to do directly with the
treatment of violent criminals; that was the function
of his chief, Sir Herbert Samuel. But Oliver Stanley
did his work so acceptably that it would almost have
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